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and of the Nayaks of Keladi (Ikkeri or Bednur) from
1550-1763. Their principal mat ha in the Mysore
country is at Chitaldrug.
BASAVA  AND THE  EARLY  APOSTLES  OF
LINGAYATISM
Basava, the reputed founder of the Lingayat faiui,
but really only one of its revivers and propagandists,
was an Aradhya Brahman. According to the traditional
account he was the son of Madiraja and Madalambikd.
He was born at Bagavadi in the Kaladgi district, bijt
was taken to reside at Kappadi, at the junction of the
Malaprabha and the Krishna, where there is a shrike
dedicated to Siva under the name of Sangamesvara,
"Lord of the Confluence." Here he is said to hav^
become conscious of a call to revive the Virasaiva faithl
His first wife was the daughter of his maternal uncle!
the prime minister of Bijjala, the Kalachuri king, who
ruled at Kalyana, 1156-1167. When his father-in-lavf
died, Basava was invited to succeed him as primta
minister. The Jainas say that Basava owed his positiou
and influence largely to his having a very beautiful
sister, Padmavati, whom the king became enamoured
with and married; and that the king gave himself upf
to the charms of his bride and left the reins of power1
in his minister's hands. Basava had another sister^
Nagalambike, who had a son named Channabasava. In
concert with him Basava began to propound his ne-vf
doctrine and new mode of worshipping Siva. He
speedily gained a large number of followers, and
appointed many priests, who were called Jangamasi
Having charge of the king's treasury, he spent large
amounts in supporting these Jangamas. Bijjala hacl
another minister, a Brahman, named Manchai^a, who
vigorously opposed Basava, and accused him. of em-5
bezzletnent The king tried to arrest Basava; but he
fled, and, being joined by numerous adherents, defeated
the king, who was compelled to reinstate him in all his
dignities. There was, however, no real reconciliation.